. JULY 22, 2009

TI-IE TIMES

Page 13

Creative Mmds flock together

- -Nerworkmg opporrun/ty proves popular -

More than 100 folks crowded mtu Osterhout Henry .-
Ellis. were recognized for

Hall on a summer evening last week in the second of a

series of gatherings organized by Dan Taylor and his' staﬁ'
at the County economic development office. =

Like a previous ga' ermg at Glenora, this event

_ brought together a broad range of individuals most of

whom toil away qmeﬂy in creahve endeavours in the

= County.
" Taylor’s key message ‘to the group was that creative -

cconomies pay well and offers a bright future for those

- communities that attract and refain these individuals and
businesses. He noted too Richard. Florida’s work i in 1den—
tifying the main economic zones worldwide.

. “He has found tha there are 42 major economic zanes,”
- gaid Taylor. “We are smack dab in the middle of the: fifth
Iargest of these. The opportunities are boundless

He says connectivity is the key- .~

* “Alot of you are invisible,” said Taylor. “And many of

~ you preferit that way. But there are connections you can
make—some in this room—that will advance your busi--

ness or acuwty and enrich the economic prospenty of thls‘ :

: eemmumty It is already happening in a big way

Taylor also observed that creative rural, economies are
faring much better than those of mid-sized Ontario cities

~ that have h-admonally relled on manufaetunng and indus-
try to fuel their economies.
" 'The event showcased a variety of brand new busmess—
es and then paused ‘to recognize entrepreneurs who have
2 :made a difference in the econorn.lc vitality of the County

,heartache they have put

“bution to the story of

Mark Henry and Lynne -

the .energy, vision and
into restormg the farm md
iconic bam. *

“Qur drive has to keep
this barn alive,” said Ellis.

Said Henry, 4] often
think it would be easier .
raising hogs, but we really
appreciate the quiet support
offered to those of us going
down a road less travelled.”

Steve Campbell’s contri-

‘Prince Edward County was -
also observed.

Campbell used the podn—
um to distance himself
from divisive: comments
.’lwiﬂi.ng around' the com-
munity. -

“The County changes all the ttme“ *sald Campbell “It
" has always changed and will continue to change.” :
' Ofhis ability to endure in the publishing in the County,”
: Campbell wryly observed, "I'hls busmess needs more

‘tenacity: than brains.”
5 Peta Hall was recogmzed for her wor]ung in developmg

Potter Peta Hall descrlbes the coilaboratwe spirit that resldes in the Cohnty A spirit
‘that has alluwed the Studio Tour to grow rand thnve e i

r

and nurmnng the annual studio tour uf artwt gn.llenes
across the County. . -

“I came 15 years ago. seekmg an artlstte eommmty, <3
said Hall, “and I found a very nice place to live. It-is a
wonderfully eollaberatwe community—we all have the 2

- mentality that we beleng That is wonderful anﬂ itis to be

cherished.”



